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Psychologic de deux messies fiosilivistes, Saint Simon et Auguste Comte. 
Par Georges Dumas. Paris, Felix Alcan, 1905. — pp. 314. 

The volume traces the similarities between the lives and aims and the 
philosophical systems of the two great French positivists. Both are alike 
in that they believed themselves prophets called to lead in the crusade to 
substitute science and industry for the old feudal system of society. Each 
is sufficiently impressed with his own importance to believe that anything 
which will help him will help his cause. We see Saint Simon exhausting 
his own fortune in the propaganda, and then begging from his friends and 
pupils to support him that he may have an opportunity to finish his great 
work. Comte also accepted financial aid from Mill and his English fol- 
lowers in the name of his cause, that he might be left free from sordid work 
to continue his writing. Each, again, late in life invested his doctrine 
with a religious symbolism. Saint Simon sketches a sacerdotal hierarchy 
which shall minister in the name of the new scientific religion to its feebler 
and less self-dependent devotees. Comte after the death of Clotilde de 
Vaux canonises her and makes the feminine saint the centre of a scientific 
religion with an elaborate ritualism. Dumas denies that either man was 
insane at the time his great work was produced. Saint Simon's attempted 
suicide was the logical outcome of his belief in the failure of his life work. 
Comte completely recovered from his early insanity, and his work before 
and after shows sufficient similarity to indicate that it was in no way 
influenced by the attack. Our author insists that the debt Comte owes to 
Saint Simon was much greater than he was willing to admit. While the 
latter lacked the scientific training necessary to enable him to write with his 
pupil's effectiveness, he nevertheless established all the essentials of the 
system that Comte later developed. The volume furnishes the key to an 
understanding of the systems of the two men considered. 

W. B. Pillsbury. 
University of Michigan. 

Le m'ecanisme des emotions. Par Paul Sollier. Paris, F61ix Alcan, 

1905. — pp. 303. 

This volume is essentially an extended criticism and refutation of the 
James-Lange, or peripheral, theory of emotions. In brief, the author's 
view is that we must look to the brain rather than to the viscera as the real 
bodily seat of the emotions. Cases of extended anaesthesia, both pathol- 
ogical and induced by hypnotic suggestion, which James insists are crucial 
for his theory, are subjected to careful tests. In general, the results sup- 
port the peripheral theory until examined more closely. It is usual in cases 
of extended anaesthesia for emotions to be weakened or to disappear. But 
there are exceptions to the rule. Even where the law holds, it is insisted 
that the real cause for the disappearance of emotion is to be found in the 
amnesia and general cerebral inhibition that is characteristic of hysteria, in 
turn the cause of the anaesthesia. Dr. Sollier would insist that we must dis- 
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tinguish two forms of emotion, — the dynamic, and the static, but both find 
their explanation in cerebral mechanics. When any body suffers resistance 
to its motion, heat is given off and there are other by-products of energy 
not present in a smoothly running machine. Similarly, when there is any 
check to the flow of ideas, there must be an accompanying waste of energy, 
and this constitutes the ordinary, or dynamic, emotion. We are also con- 
scious of the molecular state of the cortex, and that is the static form of 
emotion. Emotion is the consciousness of the molecular state of the cere- 
bral cortex (tactile area or organic region) produced by the diffusion of an 
excitation in the cerebrum, transitory or permanent, accompanied by in- 
creased activity or by inhibition. Where James states that the elements in 
the emotion occur in the order : stimulus, somatic reverberation, sensation, 
and emotion, our author makes the order : representation or sensation, 
emotion, somatic reverberation. What is characteristic of the emotion is 
primarly the confusion of ideas, not the trembling or other peripheral mani- 
festations. The latter is an almost universal accompaniment of emotion, 
but is not necessary to its occurrence. Pain and pleasure are distinguished 
from emotion in that they are the accompaniments of the furtherance or 
checking of the passage of sensations, not of the molecular changes in the 
cortex itself. Joy and sadness, on the contrary, are emotions, since they cor- 
respond to an increase or decrease in the potential energy of the cortex. 

The volume is one that must be read by all who desire to come to a con- 
clusion on the problem of the emotions, but some of the statements con- 
cerning the relation of consciousness to the cortical activities are not alto- 
gether convincing. 

W. B. Pillsbury. 
University of Michigan. 
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